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February 16, 1998

[e: Blood and upholding righteons standards
Dear Brothers

1am an elder in the O congregation in O labama, What | write about in
this letter has nothing to'de with any past. present or foresecable judicial activity in our
congregation, The contenls are concerning my own activity in the ministry with persons in the
health care industry, The letter is quite long and [ appreciate your perseverance in both reading
and responding.

In my secular employment | have need for somewhat close association with a few
physicians and insurance claims examiners related especially to workers compensation issues.
These individuals have heard expressions of my faith on opportune occasions, and heliefs of
Jehovah's Witnesses have been the subject of friendly and meaningful conversation. Qur
discussions regarding Jehovah’s Witnesses have never been a point of contention between us.
and indirect benefits have been reported by one physician regarding local publishers. On
occasion some of these physicians or insurance claims examiners will call me with questions
ahout Jehovah's Witnesses and the medical use of blood, usually they are quite simple questions.
In the last few months questions have been presented for which [ have no answer, it is these
yuestions about which [ write. Before periing 1o the meut of this issue I can el you | huve
spoken with four (4) ditferent elders and our current circuit overseer brother WIISkogshers,
none could provide answers for the parmicular questions asked. Before writing this leter or
speaking to those brothers, | studied and reconsidered many scriptures on this issue, and
countless articles in pur publicarions, It was suggested by some that [ call our assigned hospital
ison commiltee, but | really don’t want o bother them and that is not their intended
pnment, to answer questions from the field ministry, [ was encouraged by all 1o write the
Sociely, so | am wnting,

On this subject the two type parties have different perspectives on this issue. Insurance
claims cxaminers arc interested in reducing the ¢laims for their respeciive companics. Physicians
are morg interestad in knowing how to deal with patients who happen to be lehovah's Witnesses
All parties generally enjoy scriptural discussion. T have teld both that our organization hes a
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H i llowed acceptance of components like plasma,
conclu.dmg that their decision rests primarily with accepting health risks?

With this information how can elders show individuals Seripturally why we tolerate
acceptance of some blood components while dealing judicially with acceptance of other
components? [ have read countless articles on these issues and find no answer, nor could the
elders [ asked.

Additionally there 1s another area [ have questions about (briefly mentioned above). The
w89 3/1 30 comments that Jehovah's Witnesses “DO NOT accept” certain autologous
procedures. The reason for this is well stated: *We have long appreciated that such stored blood
certainly is no longer part of the person. It has been completely remaoved from him, so it shauld
he disposed of in line with Gad’s Law’ “You should pour it out upon the ground as water.”—
Deuteronomy 12:24." This battom line reasoring can be found several times throughout the
same article. With this bottom line scriptural law in mind it seems of importance that all blood

fractions for medical use come from whole blood which has been intemionally: donated (or
even sold), stored, processed, sold for commercial protit, and finally introduced into another
person. How can it be Seriprurally reasoned that all of this misuse of blood, explicitly 1o sell,
buy or use blood fractions, can possibly be accepted by any Christian conscience? | can
understand that cven properly bled meat is going to have some blood remaining which is eaten
together with the flesh, however, this eating of bloed is not intentional, reasonable efforts have
been made 1o *pour out” the blood at the onses according to God's Law. My guestion arises
because in the case of blood fractions administered medically there musr first have occur several
procedures which we “DO NOT aceept”, leading intentionally and directly to the product
offered. Would not acceprance (and purchase) of the intentional end product be dircetly
supportive of the process when there is ne obligation on our part to accept such? 1s the described
process acceptable? (reference: w1 10713 30, w00 6/1 30)

Incidentally, regarding one insurance claims iner (for workers comp ion claims)
who scemed initially concerned about the cost of nenblood medical management, | reminded
him that many times workers compensation claims are astronomical, not because of the real
needs of the individual but because of unscrupulous persons who are content to *milk the
system”. Some do this by feigning a work related injury when in fact the injury had occurred
away form work, athers by lazily manipulating some form of permanent total disability
(disability retirement’ sa-to-speak) on an otherwise resolvable though bonafide claim, After
hearing how Jehovah's Witnesses teach good ethical and honest behavier in these areas he
seemed convineed that these would not 5e issuss with ¢laimants who happened to be Jehovah's
Witnesses and that in fact these claims |ikely would be ensier to manage, Further | reminded the
examiner that often claims can be resolved positively and more readily for all partics when the
injured person knows and feels they are understood, appreciated and well laoked after. He
agreed and was glad to know more about Jehovah’s Witnesses beliefs to thit end.

| Icok forward to reading your reply. | have understood and appreciated the Christian
directive to abstain from blood tor most of my life, and as an elder have severs| times sssisted
friends under stressful and even life threatening circumstances, Reading and studying Further
into this subject has only strengthened my resolve to abstain from blood. consequentially I look
forward to your response. My personal questions are not intended as quibbling over the
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direction to allow mature Christians use of their own consclence in determining acceptance of
certain blood products, | seek only understanding.

You brothers are very busy up there, and we all surely appreciate your efforts. Itis not
my desire to burden you with additional work, | just can't nail down the scripfural answers to the
questions above and need your assistance. | thank you in advance for your kind spiritual aid in
this matter. Also [ wish to thank all for the wonderful (though exhausting) Kingdom Ministry
School we attended in November/December 97°. [ enjoyed the positive nature of the program, all
assignments were handled with excellence. Keep up the good work!

Your brather in Jehovah's service,
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