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Dear Brother Jensen:

We acknowledge your letter of January 18, 2000, in which you
sént uz a copy ef your letter of November 15, 1999. In add:ition
to considering these two most recent letters from you, we have re-
viewed your two letters of February 16, 1998, and July 31, 18998,
and our replies to you dated March 23, 1998, and July 24, 1998.
Your concern is why the accepting of some fractions of bleood for
medical treatment has been left as a matter of conscience.

Likely you will recall that at last wesk’s study of The
Watchtower, at the close of paragraph 18 on page 10 of the January
1, 2000, issue of The Warchtower, the point was made that “if a
Christian dees neg fully understand a new explanation of a scrip-
ture, he does well humbly to echo the words of the prophet Micah:
'I will show a waiting attitude for the God of my salvation.’—Mi-
a4y We weould like to encourage you similarly with respect
to your guestions on the matter of blood fracticns. This is the
wise and safe course.

You state that you have difficulty "in teaching our present
stance regarding medical use of bloed." Yeou recognize as an elder
you are expected to reach wich cenviecion and te impart under-
scanding. You express concern that you felt unable in the past to
assist in cases of your brothers where there was an issue invelv-
ing blood. Preoperl you are concerrned about making decisiens on
cthie matter that ws have Jehovan's blessing as to yourse.f and
your family, ard as ta wiat you teash publicly. ¥ou alse again
bring intc the piciure vour discussions on this subject witk
health-care professionals with whom you have contacz and their
actions. Desiring te act censcientleusly in all thess respects is
certainly commendable.

However, care needs to be exerecised, Brather Jansen, rhat vou
not seek to impose your deductions ané conscience on ethers. For
some decades now, “the faithful and discreet slave” has been giv-
ing the matter of bleod usage in medical procedures cereful and

praverful consideration in the light of the Scriptures. {Matthew
24:45-47) As blood began to be broken down inte sraller and
smaller component 'parts, arguments pro and con as te the ol

these woere considered. The conslstent position of *"the faithful
and discreet slave" has been as expressed urnder "Questions From
Readers" in the June 1, 1374, issus pf The Watchtower: "While rea-
fraining from approving or condemning in such areas where we hbe-
lieve the deciesion musr he left to individual conscisnce, we do,
nevertheless, urge all ts ceak to raintain their conscience clear
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before God, never showing deliberate disrespect for his Word."
aAnd you will see this same balance reflected also in answers to a
series of questions under "Questions From Readers" in the June 15,
1978, and March 1, 1%8%, issues cof The Wacchteower.

Thus, acceptance or nondcceptance of small fractions of blood
ia left for each one to decide conscientiously after weighing all
factors having a bearing. In your case, if you find no basis for
accepting any component froem blood, noe matter how small or for
what purpose, in treating a medical condition, then that would be
your decision before Jehovah. In deciding matters this way, you
could go ahead with yeour service to Jehovah with a clear cen-
science. Others, after also carefully and prayerfully considering
all facrers having a bearing, have concluded that they could ac-
copt certain minor components. Should rhey not be allowed to ac-
cept the responsibility before Jehovah for their decision, just as
you are allowed ta do the samc regarding your decisiem?

Mcoreover, whatever one’s decision is, this should not prevent
him from helping others te understand what has been published by
"the faithful and discreet slave" on the subject in the light of
the Scriptures. Then those individuals can make their own in-
formed decision. ard this decisien need net be, and should net
be, because responsible brothers influenced them either way. As
te this, we are aware that seme elders, including seme on Hospital
Liaison Committees, have conscientiously decided that they persen-
ally deo not wish to have certain minor blood components used in
treating them, or hone at all. But this position does not prevent
them from being ¢f help to their brothers and sisters, according
to the need, when they need help understanding some aspect of what
has been published on the use of minor bloed fractions or some me-
g}llar.{iical process that involves extracorporeal circulation of one's

ood.

Regarding those in the health-care field who do not always
understand our position, we are sure you will agree that this is
not unexpected. Even as to our rejection of whole bleasd or major
components of blocd, many feel we are being unreasonable. How-
evar, as To these who ask sincere dquesrions, we mighs say tha:
rhoqe brothers who make prﬁeﬁntaﬂnn: before doctors and raceive
ques ns from health-care professionals often find it suffices
say =

hat while individuals may not se= the logic of a particul
position or agree with our reasocning, we ask Lhal they respect vur
religious posmition on this matter, which includes letting each one
decide whether or not tec aczcept a minor fractien of bloed. This
almost invariably absorbs any implicit demand rhar we expiain whar
appear te be inconsiatencies or why seme of Jehovah’'s Witnesses
feel they can conacienticusly ascept certain small fractions while
others do not.

We trust the additienal comments above will be helpiul., We
take this occasion te send warm Christian love and best wishes.

Your brochers,
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