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Dear Brother Jensen:

This letter follows a telephone conversation with you on May 17, 2001, We acknowledge
receiving your lerters dated April 6, 2001, January 3, 2001, and March 3, 2000. We ulso received
your March 1, 2000, letrer, which was a reply to our Jetter 1o you dated February 21, 2000.

When you first wrole und shured your observations with us, you did not ask for a reply.
Mevertheless, what you wrote was not ignored. All of your lerters have been carefully considered.
You present your reasons for cancluding, since the Mosaic Law had been canceled, that the decision
of the first-century governing body “to keep abstaining . . . from blood and from things strangled”
would be limited only 10 4 reaffirmation of what you feel are the meaning and scope of the com
mands given by God to Noah in Genesis chapter 9 regarding respect for blood and life. (Acts 15:27)
You claim that Noah had no reason to view blood as sacred as was required of the lsraelites under
the Law, even stating that he could have made any practical.use of blood from slun animals other
than eating it. You further claim that the prohibition against eating blood at Genesis 9:4 pertained
only to shed blood from animals that had been killed for food, since only this blood is specifically
mentioned. You feel that this 1s reflected at Deuteronomy 14:21 where Jehovah made provision for
foreigners to buy und eal un unimal that had died of itself, as if eating blood with the flesh of an
animal that had not been killed by man was something already allowed by God for non-Jews. Your
reasoning has led you to conclude that the medical use of blood from live donors would not be pro-
hibited. But does such deductive reasoning harmonize with the intent of the Seriptures?

Tt is clear from what James said at Acts 15:21 that the first-century governing body consid-
ered all of what Moses wrote under the direction of God's holy spint, including what was wrilten by
him in the book of Genesis. However, neither the account in Acts chapter 15 nor any other part of
the Bible record shows that these older men limited themselves only Lo whal was written by Moses
in the book of Genesis in arriving at the “necessary things” that required abstinence from fornica-
tion, idolatry, and blood, or that these brothers mierpreted what was written at Genesis 9:3-6 in the
rosirictive way you describe in specifically directing that Christians should “keep abstaining . .
from blood and from things strangled.”

While the command not to eat the blood with the flesh of animals admittedly was given to
Noah in relation to his killing animals for food, he would have no basiz for assuming that he could
eat blood vtherwise. Why? Because of the underlying prinziple reflected in the command: “Only
fesh with its soul—its blood—you must nat eat.” Here the animal’s life or “its soul” is directly
equated with "its bload,” and that would be true whether the animal was living or had died, whether
the blood was still coursing within its circulatory system and serving its vital role m keeping the
creature alive or it had been poured out. And if the blood of an animal was considered sacred, he-
longing te Jehovah, how much mere so that of a human, as reflected in Jehovah's further command
at Genesis 9:5, 6.—Sez the enclosed photocopy of page 204 from A Handbook on Genesis, a trans-
latoes guide, by Reyburn and Fry, as well as 15;‘ extensive discussion under *Questions From Read-
ers” in the April 15, 1983, issue of The Warchtower.

This underlying principle—that blood represents “soul” or life—would rule out eating blood
under any and all circumstances because blood, like life, belongs to Jehavah and thus is sacred.
Therefore, Noah would have no basis to conclude, for example, that blood might be eaten as long as
he did not eat the flesh along with it. Or, for that martter, that he could eat the fesh of an animal that
had died of itself because he did not kill it; or that he could eut blood taken from an animal still liv-
ing, since it had nat been slain. Otherwise, it could be assumed that a servant of Jehovah even now
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Word to instruct his people and his holy spirit is still active, but he also uses to give guidance “the
faithful and discreet slave™ that Jesus said ‘on his arrival” would be appointed “over all his belong-
ings.” This slave class would supply to the spintual howsehold “foed at the proper time.” (Marthew
24:45-47) Accordingly, Jehovah has used “the faithful and discreet slave” to provide guidance on
situations that confront Christians today as to the medical use of blood and fractions thereof, just as
he wsed the first-century governing body to clarify matters related to blood at that time.

For some decades now "the faithful and discrect slave” has been giving the matter of blood
usage in medical procedurces careful and prayerful consideration in the light of the Seriptures, Fach
time this matter has come up for review by the “slave™ class, taking all pertinent factors inio consid-
eration, including those discussed in your letters, the basic conclusion has been the same, that ac-
cepting a rransfusion of whale bleed, or of its four recognized primary components—red cells,
white cells, platelets, or whole plasma—would clearly be contrary to the Seriprures. As 1o aceepting
minor fractions of blood, “Questions From Readers™ in the June 1, 1974, issue of The Watchtower,
stales: “While refruining [rom approving or condemning in such areas where we believe the deci-
sion must be lefr to individual conscience, we do, nevertheless, urge all to seek to maintain their
conscience clear hefore God, never showing deliberate disrespect for his Word.” This consistent
position is reflected also in answers (o various questions on the subject under "Questions From
Readers” in subsequent issues of The Watchtower, including what appeared most recently in the
June 15, and Dclober 15, 2000, issues.

You contend that using even a smull extract of a blood component wauld be tantamount to
using whole blood. Some Chnstians draw (his conclusion conscientiously and we encourage them
to decide matters 10 accord with the diclates of their consciences, Others reason differently, feeling
beyond a certam point a blood fraction does not remain a significant part of one's life blood, “The
faithful and discreet slave™ has not felt that it can be dogmatic on this point but has left that as
something each Christian must decide for himself before God —Galatians 6:5.

While we have not dealt with all the details discussed in your letters, we trust that these ad-
ditional comments will be helpful. It is evident that matters pertaining to blood have caused you
much concern. You have come to the point where you question seriously whether the position of
Jehovah's Witnesses is correct, You have presenicd your reasoning for consideration. When we
have questions on matters that are not immediately resolved after doing research and seeking an-
swers, the wise course is to wait humbly upon Jehovah. In our previous letter, we encouraged you
do that, as you centinuc to serve Jehovah conscientiously.

Procceding in this way, in some respects. will put to the test your faith and (rust in Jehovah
and Lhe way he is directing his organization today through “the faithful and discreet slave.” Faithful
servants of Jehovah down through the cenmuries have been willing to wait upon Jehovah for direc-
tion when they had concerns or questions and were richly blessed as a result. In handling marters
this way, we may find as fime goes along that we need to lean more heavily upon Jehovah in seek-
ing better 1o understand the direction he has already provided in his Werd and through his organi-
zation. (Proverbs 2:1-9) Nevertheless, if further direction, clarification, or adjustment is needed, we
can have confidence that Jehavah will provide such accerding to the need and in his due time and
way. S0, we need to show patience, not letting any cause for concern become such a preoccupation
that it disturbs our spiritual balance and joy in Jehovah’s service,

We trust the above comments will be helpful to you. With our letter we would again like to
send our warm Christian love and best wishes.

Your brothers in Jehovah's service,
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Enclosure



