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June 5, 2001

Re: Blood and upholding righteous standards

Dear Brothers

[ appreciate vour letter of May 30, 2001, and the telephone conversation of May 17" where some time
was spent talking about two concems, of many, raised in my correspondence on this subject of bleed and
upholding righteous dards. This is my final letler on the subject. It will express some thoughts regarding
your latest comments, thoughts that are sincere and honest before God, and out of respect for Him and you
brothers. 1 do not expect 4 personal reply.

Your letter states, “You present your reasons for concluding, since the Mosaic Law had been canceled,
that the decision of the first-cenlury governing body ‘to keep abstaining... from bloed and from things
strangled’ would be limited only to a reaffirmation of what you feel are the meaning and scope of the commands
given by God to Noah in Genesis Chapter 9 regarding respect for blood and life.”

One of my reasons for concluding the decision to abstain from biood is limited to a reaffirmation of what
God said to Noah is because our publications say, “So, there was not an imposing en Gentile Christians of a
responsibility to conjorm to the Mpsaic Law or some portion of it bul, rather, there was a confirming of
standards recognized prior (o Moses.” (United Worship page 149) If. in respect to blood, the decision of the
first-century governing body was “a confirming of standards recognized prior o Moses™ and “not an imposing
on Gentile Christians of & responsibility to conform to the Mosaic Law or some portion of it,” then we must be
able to prove our present application in aceord with “standards recognized prior o Moses,” In respect to blood,
the only such stated biblical standard is, os indicated on the same page of the United Worship book, the law
Jehovah gave to Noah as récorded at Genesis chapter 9. This is why part of my focus was so concentrated on
what can be affirmed as recognized requirements from what was said to Noah.

As for what I feel is the meaning and scope of the cemmands given by God to Naah, serupulously [ have
avoided reading my own ideas into the text of Genesis & in the way of deductions. Instead I have diligently
looked at what God actually addressed and actually required without adding deductions to that. My e
about how Noah could have used blood without violating what he was told by God do not assert that Moah did
use blood one way or another, or that God gave specific permission for that use. Those comments only assert
what we know, that Noah could have used blood in other ways without violating what Ged reguired of him as
recorded in the inspired Scriptures. In the main, there is no disagreement about what God addressed to Noah
and what He required of Noah. We agree that, to Noah, Jehovah’s command was given in relation to his killing
animals for food. We also agree that Noah was told he could not eat blood from animals he slaughtered for food.
Did Jehovah require more than He addressed or stated?
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not eat any blood. He was told not to eat the blood of animals whose life he had taken in order to sustain his
own with a meal. Of course, what we deduce from that is another matter.

Interestingly, God's spirit did not inspire the first-century goveming body 1o say ‘abstain from any sort
of hload® or, ‘abstain from all blood,” just as it did not inspire ‘abstain from feeling of blood” or, *abstain from
looking ai blood.” The spirit moved those brothers to say “abstain from... blood,” which, though indicating an
ahatention and a subject of abstention, does not by itself indicate exactly whar is required. The decree is not
ghsolute in that it cannot he understood by itself. It lacks defining elements like the extent or type of abstention
and what bload should he abstained from. Again, this is why the decree requires definition from elsewhere in
the Bible, and is another reason for my inquiries. If the decree were absolute then it would not require this
external definition, that is external of the three texts in the Christian Scriptures where it is mentioned.

Finally, I noticed that your letter does not comment on the conflicting matter addressed in my letter, and
discussed on the relephone, ahout us using from the donated and stored blood supply but forbidding the
replenishing of the very same thing we deplete. In conversation it was staled to me that il is a personal
conscience matier whether a Christian decides to donate blood that will be used in fractionated forms, the same
fractionated forms that we likewise leave to personal conscience as 10 acceptance. | was told that this act being
left up to each Christian’s conscience naturally follows from what we have already published about decisions to
accepl fractions of blood. If put on the spot and asked about this issue, I will repeat the same thing told me, tha
each one must decide this matter for themselves before God as a matter of personal conscience. If asked for
verification on this point, [ can only show what our publications have stated, and what naturally follows from
that.

1 appreciate the forbearance of you brothers, and your willingness to reply to a few of my questions
asked. Please do not feel [ am pifting my views against those of our governing body. 1 am merely trying to use
my mental and spiritual faculties as reasonably, objectively and conscientiously as possible, and that with
Jehovah's written word the Bible in full and prayerful view. (Prov. 3:5,6; Acts 17:2,3,11: 1 John 4:1) If [ was
content to lean on my own understanding, as if pitting my personal views against anyone clse's, my efforts
would not be so intensely focused on reasoning from the Seriptures and requesting assistance from you brothers.
I agree that “logically, to enjoy God's hacking, one must teach only what God reveals in his Word and reject
teachings based on human wisdom or wadition.” (The Watchtower, June 1, 2001 page 14} Rest assured that my
fzith in God and His wonderful promises has not subsided, | continue is His service.

Respectfully,
¢ servant of Jchovah

6/9/2001

Page4 of 4
Blood & Upholding Righteous Stndards



